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date for the office of trustee must file with the county superintendent
of education, on or before the second Tuesday in February of the
year in which the election is to be held, a sworn statement that he
or she is qualified to hold said office under the terms of this act.
The county superintendent of education shall prepare ballots with
all such names listed thereon for said election and such ballot shall
be considered the official ballot for the election. In any election, the
person receiving the highest number of votes shall be duly elected and
shall be commissioned by the county board of education as trustee.
In the event that there should be any expense for holding such elec-
tion, it shall be paid from the county board funds. If there is no
petition for an election as provided for in this section, it shall be
the duty of the county board of education to appoint the trustees
as herein provided. In case of a vacancy in the board of trustees due
to resignation or otherwise, the county board of education shall fill
such vacancy by appointment for the unexpired term.
(c)  The trustees for each district initially appointed pursuant to
this act shall immediately assume the duties and responsibilities of
office in their respective districts from and after the date of appoint-
ment. Except for the commencement date of the initial appointments,
the terms of office for all trustees shall begin on March first of the
year in which appointed, and end on the last day of February in the
year in which the terms expire.
(d)  It shall be unlawful for any board of trustees in Lexington
County to employ or contract for the services of any teachers or
others for any scholastic year beginning after the expiration of the
office of a majority of the members of said board; and any such
contract shall be null and void and not binding on their successors
in office, or on the school district which said trustees may represent.
Except for the provisions of this section, the time of employment of
teachers and all other powers and duties of trustees shall be con-
sistent with the general school laws of South Carolina.
(e)   The county auditor of Lexington County is authorized and
empowered to levy a uniform tax on all assessed real and personal
property within each school district in Lexington County for the
purpose of retiring any bonded indebtedness that may exist in said
district. The board of trustees of each of the nine school districts
in Lexington County shall on or before the first day in the month
of June of each year notify the county auditor of Lexington County,
in writing, the millage required for operating the schools of their


